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remain focused on effective implemen-
tation of these and other benefits de-
termination process reforms. 

Mr. Speaker, we are dutybound to do 
everything we can to ensure our vet-
erans have timely access to the bene-
fits they have earned. I am committed 
to ensuring timely access to these ben-
efits, and we must ensure the incoming 
VA Secretary is committed as well. 

f 

EPA SHOULD MAKE DATA PUBLIC 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the EPA’s regulatory process is flawed. 
The data EPA uses to justify its costly 
air regulations are hidden from the 
public. The Agency uses this secret 
science to make exaggerated claims 
about the alleged benefits of burden-
some new regulations. Every major air 
quality regulation proposed by this ad-
ministration has been based on non-
transparent data and unverifiable 
claims. 

Americans impacted by EPA regula-
tions have a right to determine for 
themselves if the EPA’s actions are 
based on sound science or a partisan 
agenda. That is why, tomorrow, the 
Science Committee will consider the 
Secret Science Reform Act. It requires 
that the EPA make its regulatory data 
publicly available. 

If the EPA has nothing to hide, why 
not make the information public? The 
American people who foot the bill for 
these regulations deserve to see the 
data, and good policy requires it. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 113–123) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 

the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
Western Balkans that was declared in 
Executive Order (E.O.) 13219 of June 26, 
2001, is to continue in effect beyond 
June 26, 2014. 

The threat constituted by the actions 
of persons engaged in, or assisting, 
sponsoring, or supporting, (i) extremist 
violence in the Republic of Macedonia 
and elsewhere in the Western Balkans 
region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in 
Bosnia or United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999, 
related to Kosovo, has not been re-
solved. In addition, E.O. 13219 was 
amended by E.O. 13304 of May 28, 2003, 
to take additional steps with respect to 
acts obstructing implementation of the 
Ohrid Framework Agreement of 2001 
relating to Macedonia. 

Because the acts of extremist vio-
lence and obstructionist activity out-
lined in these Executive Orders are 
hostile to U.S. interests and continue 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States, I have 
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared 
with respect to the Western Balkans. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 23, 2014. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at 
4 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

RELIABLE HOME HEATING ACT 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
2086) to address current emergency 
shortages of propane and other home 
heating fuels and to provide greater 
flexibility and information for Gov-
ernors to address such emergencies in 
the future. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2086 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reliable 
Home Heating Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO EXTEND EMERGENCY 

DECLARATIONS FOR PURPOSES OF 
TEMPORARILY EXEMPTING MOTOR 
CARRIERS PROVIDING EMERGENCY 
RELIEF FROM CERTAIN SAFETY 
REGULATIONS. 

(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this Act, the term 
‘‘residential heating fuel’’ includes— 

(1) heating oil; 
(2) natural gas; and 
(3) propane. 
(b) AUTHORIZATION.—If the Governor of a 

State declares a state of emergency caused 
by a shortage of residential heating fuel and, 
at the conclusion of the initial 30-day emer-
gency period (or a second 30-day emergency 
period authorized under this subsection), the 
Governor determines that the emergency 
shortage has not ended, any extension of 
such state of emergency by the Governor, up 
to 2 additional 30-day periods, shall be recog-
nized by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration as a period during which 
parts 390 through 399 of chapter III of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations, shall not apply 
to any motor carrier or driver operating a 
commercial motor vehicle to provide resi-
dential heating fuel in the geographic area 
so designated as under a state of emergency. 

(c) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall amend section 390.23(a)(1)(ii) 
of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, to 
conform to the provision set forth in sub-
section (b). 

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to modify the au-
thority granted to the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration’s Field Administrator 
under section 390.23(a) of title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations, to offer temporary ex-
emptions from parts 390 through 399 of such 
title. 
SEC. 3. ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT. 
The Administrator of the Energy Informa-

tion Administration, using data compiled 
from the Administration’s Weekly Petro-
leum Status Reports, shall notify the Gov-
ernor of each State in a Petroleum Adminis-
tration for Defense District if the inventory 
of residential heating fuel within such dis-
trict has been below the most recent 5-year 
average for more than 3 consecutive weeks. 
SEC. 4. REVIEW. 

Not later than 12 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall conduct a study of, and 
transmit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, a report on the impacts of safety from 
the extensions issued by Governors accord-
ing to this Act. In conducting the study, the 
Secretary shall review, at a minimum— 

(1) the safety implications of extending ex-
emptions; and 

(2) a review of the exemption process to en-
sure clarity and efficiency during emer-
gencies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 
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